The Interfaith Encounter Association is dedicated to promoting peace in the
Middle East through interfaith dialogue and cross-cultural study. We believe
that, rather than being a cause of the problem, religion can and should be a
source of the solution for conflicts that exist in the region and beyond.
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Activity Report:
Throughout 2013, we continued our efforts to
build a sustainable peace in the Holy Land by
bringing people from both Israel and the West
Bank together through faith based dialogue. This
year the association facilitated 224 encounters and
events. 23 of these encounters involved women’s
interfaith groups. Out of all the meetings, 107 of
them were youth encounters with participants
ranging from school-aged children to university
students. This year also marked the completion of
a nearly 2 year training program with the
Feuerstein Institute. In 2013, it is estimated that
over four thousand people participated in these
224 encounters and retreats.
Over the course of the year,, the IEA founded 9
new interfaith groups, expanding our tally to 59
groups throughout the Holy Land. Seven of these
new groups are Youth Interfaith Encounter groups,
including an expansion of the IEA’s participation
in the Tempus project, a new language exchange
encounter, and the East of Jerusalem group in
which Palestinian youth and Yeshiva students
meet and discuss their respective religions in an
open and friendly dialogue.
The Interfaith Encounter Association continued
to hold encounters within the “Green Line” and in
the West Bank this year, providing safe spaces to
all participants regardless of their ethnicity,
religion or status. In these spaces a dialogue was
built in which the members were able to spend
time together, share their faith and create lasting
relationships, built on faith and understanding.

A Letter from the Executive
Director:
Dear friends,
2013 was not only another year of
growth and expansion at the IEA, but also for consolidating
and strengthening our existing groups as well. 9 new groups
were born, while 50 pre-existing groups continued to develop
and exemplify positive cross-cultural interaction, accounting
for a total of 224 overwhelmingly successful encounters and
events.
Throughout the course of the year, well over 4,000 people
from all varieties of religious, ethnic, and cultural
backgrounds converged to participate and lead in each of our
innovative, bridge-building initiatives. Our boundaries
continued to grow geographically too; with successful
encounters being held throughout the Holy Land, on both
sides of the Green Line, and beyond.
Furthermore, as we continued to work together and grow as a
community, the world at large looked on with admiration and
support, physically, spiritually, and financially. Our website
continued to receive thousands of views from across all
continents and regions.
Personally, among our proudest accomplishments in 2013 was
the continued development of our youth programs, new and
old. Together with the invaluable help of our many donors and
supporters, we have furthered the planting of seeds in the most
delicate, crucial and influential section of the garden of
peace: our children.

Along these lines, numerous encounters, retreats, and
meetings were organized in which young people from all
walks of life were presented with precious and rare
General Program:
opportunities to learn about and experience each other, while
In addition to the new groups aimed at children developing skills in such areas as cross-cultural linguistics
and youth, the Interfaith Encounter Tours group and non-violent communication.

was also launched in 2013. The Haredi-Muslim
Interfaith Encounter, the IEA’s 52nd group, was
established this year as well. Their first meeting
consisted of three Haredi (“ultra orthodox”) Jews
and religious Muslims.
In May 2013, an initiative for joint training with
the Feuerstein Institute that began in 2010 finally
came to fruition. Over the past year and a half, 19
participants, both men and women, have been
travelling from Hebron every Sunday to study the
Feuerstein methods for improvement of children’s
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Similarly, we also held many encounters for women,
educators, healthcare professionals, religious leaders and
more.
Ultimately, the various invaluable and innumerable programs
which we held, as detailed in the following pages, are but a
snippet of what has been built and continues to be built here at
IEA.
Friends, our programs are ever-growing stands of trees in
what will eventually be the forest of peace and co-existence in

abilities. They were officially certified as teachers
this May. Now the dream of bringing the
Feuerstein method to the West Bank is a reality!
Also this year we were proud to hold our annual
joint breaking of the Ramadan and 9th Av fasts.
Members from the Mount Scopus encounter
group, as well as many Jerusalemite groups they
invited, came together for the breaking of the fasts
of the two religions.
A very special event that was held in September
was the screening of the film “BESA- The
Promise.” It tells the story of an Albanian family
that protected and saved the lives of a Jewish
family during the Holocaust. Participants learned
that during the Nazi occupation the majority
Muslim population of Albania took in and
protected all local Jews and those who came to
seek refuge. It was later discovered that the Nazis
and their allies killed no Albanian Jews during the
occupation, hugely due to this protection offered
by the Albanian Muslims. Those present at the
event were fortunate to hear directly from a Jewish
woman who had been saved herself by a Muslim
family and appears in the film.
Another huge success came on the International
Day of Human Rights. Some 130 Hebrew
University students came together on the evening
to study human rights from the religious
perspectives. There were various speakers and a
panel, followed by a lively conversation among
the experts and students.
Israeli-Palestinian Dialogue:
The IEA sponsored 12 Israeli-Palestinian groups
and held several retreats for the South of Hebron
and Non-Violent Communications groups in 2013.
Seven of these groups are Youth Interfaith
Encounter groups, one of which, the East of
Jerusalem group, was founded this year.
The Circle of Light and Hope group had a very
successful year, meeting for a total of 10
encounters. This group usually met in the Everest
Hotel in Beit Jala. The themes of their meetings
included death, life after death, the non-Abrahamic
faiths, and the meaning of dreams in different
religions. During one of their meetings, the group
chose not to pick a specific topic but instead
allowed the participants to ask one another
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(Letter from the Executive Director continued):
the Holy Land. The incredible strides that we have made, and
continue to make, are not to be found in any other similar
initiative because, simply put, there are no others like us.
Although we would welcome happily the emergence of other
organizations with similar techniques and methods, we are
proud and grateful for our uniqueness and ability to thrive
through the continued support of caring individuals, families,
institutions, and communities like you.
With your continued generosity, we look forward to growing
keven more in 2014, where we will progress even further down
the road towards significant social and civic improvements in
the climate of the Holy Land. Together, we can and will build
the future that all of us, regardless of faith, color, or creed,
deserve.
We invite you to join our community by making a taxdeductible donation either online, at
http://interfaithencounter.wordpress.com/donate/, or via mail
to our U.S.-based affiliate, Friends of IEA, a tax-exempt
charity under section 501(c)3 of the IRS code. Mail-in
donations may be sent at any time to Friends of Interfaith
Encounter Association, 832 Lathrop Ave., Forest Park, IL,
60130-2039. You are also more than welcome to join us at any
of the many fun and engaging fundraising events which we
will hold this year, as a donor and/or a volunteer. For more
information concerning these events, please contact Bob
Halim Johnson at halim@interfaith-encounter.org.
Finally, we welcome and look forward to maintaining ongoing
contact with you as we continue our work in the coming year.
You may find our contact information at the end of this report
and we welcome all kinds of feedback and ideas.
With inexpressible gratitude,
Yehuda Stolov, PhD
Executive Director
Interfaith Encounter Association

questions about their faith that may seem
controversial or misunderstood. After much
planning and securing of permits, the Circle of
Light and Hope group also took a successful trip to
Tel Aviv before holding their 10th encounter and
spending a night together in Jerusalem!
An Israeli-Palestinian group that has continued
to meet in spite of the difficulties of the current
political climate is the Siach Yeshiva and Hebron
Youth Interfaith Encounter. The group often
assembled in the Old City of Jerusalem or at the
Gush Etzion Junction. They discussed topics such
as leadership in religion, sacrifices to God, and the
attitude of religion towards different fashions.
During each meeting, participants took turns
presenting the Jewish perspective and the Muslim
perspective separately before a joint conversation
with questions and answers. This group represents
the power of interfaith dialogue and personal
relations overcoming politics and conflict.
We were additionally very excited that the AbuDis and Maale Dumim (ADAMA) interfaith group
finally reunited in 2013 after a near two-year
hiatus. They are very enthusiastic about re-starting
the group and look forward to many future
encounters!

Women’s Interfaith Encounter (WIE):
In 2013, women’s interfaith groups continued to
meet throughout the Holy Land, focusing their
discussions on issues such as family, marriage,
faith and health equality. Three women’s interfaith
groups met for a total of 22 encounters this year.
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SUPPORT:
The IEA would not have been able to achieve such progress in
2013 were it not for the generous financial support and giftsin- kind of many friends around the world. We are deeply
grateful to those friends for their contributions, no matter how
large or small. In particular we wish to thank:
Our Donors ($500+):
•
Fetzer Institute
•
Church of Sweden
•
Joseph and Harvey Meyerhof Family Charitable Funds
•
Legacy Fund
•
EU – EuroMed Program
EU – Tempus Program
•
•
EU – Youth in Action Program
•
Madre
David Scheim
•
•
International Association for Religious Freedom
Anti-Defamation League
•
•
Ploughshares Trust
John Katonah
•
•
Rabbi Asher Lopatin
Our Sponsors ($150-$499):
•
Elizabeth Traubman
•
Jonathan Rose
•
Harvard-Epworth United
Methodist Church, Cambridge, MA
•
•
Carolyn De Swarte Gifford
Florence Kelly
•
•
Shafeek Seddiq
Pascal Costa
•
•
Nissim Ben
•
Alexander Pilon
•
Karen Loblay
Elisabeth Fleischman
•
•
Galia Nachmias
•
Patrick Fitzsimmons
Gifts-in-Kind:
•
The Swedish Theological Institute
•
The Austrian Hospice
•
Goodword Books
•
Rabbi Bob Carroll and Ruthie Levi
•
Bob Halim Johnson
•
Jill Bratt
•
Jonathan Wolf
Every bit counts!
$30 – covers printing & communication costs for one encounter
$100 – pays for transportation for Palestinian youth to come to Israel for an
encounter session
$250 – allows us to retain trained coordinators for one encounter session
$500 – covers all the costs for one Palestinian and Israeli Youth Encounter
$1,000 – pays for one retreat
$5,000 – can sustain one encounter group for a year

The Haifa Ohr-Nur (“light”) WIE, one of the
IEA’s veteran women’s groups, had a very
successful year, meeting for a total of 11
encounters. For the 7th year in a row the Haifa
WIE attended the annual good neighborhood
gathering of the Ahmadya community. This event
continues to serve as a wonderful example of joint
living between people of all communities. The
Haifa WIE held Christmas and Hanukah meetings
as a means of understanding these major religious
holidays and their significance in the lives of their
fellow members.
The Jerusalem WIE met 6 times in 2013. In
these encounters they discussed a variety of topics
including pilgrimage, moving life experiences, and
various religious holidays. This particular
interfaith group has been meeting for over 12
years. The members spoke about this fact, saying
how bonded they and their families have become
after so long.
In 2013, the Midwives of Peace group held 4
interfaith encounters, usually in the Everest Hotel
in Beit Jala. They spent some time speaking about
how they were affected by the Palestinian
Authorities’ laws set in January 2013, which
restricted the number of midwives allowed to
perform homebirths to 750. The Midwives also
came together this year to celebrate their 5th
anniversary of meeting as a group.
Youth Interfaith Encounter (YIE):
The IEA’s Youth Interfaith Encounter programs
had another highly successful year! In 2013, there
were 7 new youth interfaith groups established;
The East of Jerusalem group, the Yellin College
Language Exchange, as well as 5 groups at
Gordon College that were created as part of the
Tempus Program’s project.
The East of Jerusalem group brings together
Yeshiva students and Palestinian young adults.
This was the first interfaith encounter of any kind
for participants from both groups. Their open
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dialogue allowed all members to discover a new
perspective on the religion of their counterpart. The
Yellin Language Exchange program included
participants with varying degrees of knowledge of the
other language, ranging from advanced to beginner. By
the end of their first meeting, though, everyone had made
new friends and learned some words and phrases in a
language other than their own!

Through our continued participation in the Tempus
“DOIT” project, which aims to promote cultural
diversity, the IEA launched 5 new interfaith groups at
Gordon College. Each of the 5 groups met 8 times this
year. The college even granted academic credit for
participating in the program. In these encounters, Muslim
and Jewish students spoke about issues such as marriage,
divorce, birth, charity, addiction, dress codes, and even
the “first date.”
In 2013, 9 pre-existing youth interfaith groups
continued to hold encounters. Among these was the
Health Equality For All People In Israel group, which is
made up of 4th year nursing students and meets weekly,
discussing issues such as surrogacy, adoption, tobacco &
alcohol use, LGBT care and much more. Another
sustaining youth program is the Karmiel-Majd el-Krum
encounter group in which educators and school children
from A-Salam School in Majd el-Krum and Dekel
School in Karmiel met 13 times in 2013. In these and all
other youth interfaith programs, children and young
adults in the Holy Land have the opportunity to come
together, discuss faith, overcome prejudice, and make
lasting friendships and connections.

IEA International Advisory Council
Rabbi Saul Berman
Rabbi Dr. Tsvi Blanchard
Rabbi Dr. Alan Brill
Roshei Bernie Glassman
Rabbi Dr. Marc Gopin
Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb
Dr. Iftekhar Hai
Imam Yahya Hendi
Rabbi Dr. Asher Lopatin
Prof. Katherine Marshall
Prof. Mohamed Mosaad Abdelaziz
Dr. Eboo Patel
Dr. Charles R. Paul
Father Dr. John Pawlikowski
Rev. Dr. Donald Shriver
Rev. Dr. Krister Stendahl (Deceased)
Rev. Robert V. Thompson
Mr. Jon Wolf
Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Riskin

IEA Board
Ms. Yael Gidanian (Chair)
Mr. Imad Abu Hasan
Mr. Moshe Jacobs
Mr. Morad Mona

IEA Staff
Dr. Yehuda Stolov
Mr. Salah Aladdin
Ms. Fathiey Jaber
Rabbi Bob Carroll
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The Secret of our Success:
Unlike most other dialogue organizations, we work with,
rather than around, the deep cultural roots, beliefs, and
traditions of the peoples of the Middle East. Each
encounter is centered on a religious theme and features a
carefully planned program of joint study and dialogue.
The group then coalesces into a single community that
respects the unique identity of each of its “subcommunities” and participants, which helps create a
long-term process of grassroots peace-building. By
constructively engaging core religious and cultural
values, while initially discouraging political
conversations that may close off constructive dialogue,
our approach successfully involves social and political
groups that may feel very uncomfortable with other
approaches
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“Lighting a candle in this darkness is always better than
condemning the darkness.”
- Anonymous Participant at an IEA Encounter

CONTACT US
Interfaith Encounter Association
12/34 HaArazim Street, PO Box 3814
Jerusalem 91037, Israel
Phone: +972-2-651-0520
Fax: +972-2-651-0557
Email: office@interfaith-encounter.org
Web: www.interfaith-encounter.org
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